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Puter Georgostsas, ieH, and architecl David Marine go nwer plans begether.

Georgoutsns wilk his cleciricion and plumbes in his garage workshop,

Thee deck bs o favorite place tor gatherisg wild friesds and ollants,
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Nestoration i= aboel care

and attemtion to detall, says
Geargoulsos. Chogsing lhe
perfect picket tenpn — “every
aspect is inlentioozl" — look

AR A YEar.
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erer Leorgouiens is paving, o tonr of his newly
renovaeieel YWicrarian home, startine with his

=
l|'|i¢'d-ﬁl.‘ll:lf J'.l.lfl'll: l:r.|-|lil.'a.'. He SHLETS tlerwn T
tallke ahoant the Aacr.

“Wood iz ﬁ-l.ll:lll:Ll:li.l'l;l'. thiar lew r‘l.'n:li:-ll."' :|r|.|1:.'
undersand,” he says. " Today, the fumber thia
iz wsed o baild meost homes 3 hareesied waod

irs engineered 1o grow just 20 o 30 years,
Bour the trees thar were cur down and puT inco

hastene hemes can be 200 o1 even G vears obd. [1is ceally
dense wood — solid. The had prime oumd in chese older
hepes i eaken right from the middle of the mee,” he
explains,

“It's a b different from che surar pine cut in the South

Passion

1or Perfection

Petar Gaorgautsos, a restorer of hisloric houses, says his Van-Go
Construction Company’s made mara money than he knows what

to da with — unless it's pouring it into his Victarian masterpiecs,

nowe and shipped our fer building mateeial. Youw stop on soli
e aiad it dizoples. Aawd. unlike codar and mahogany new
pine can rer on pou i five or 10 wers”

Grurpoutsas, 33, owns Van-Gee Contracning, an hissorte
home restoration business in Englowesd, M| The anmeive
cormnunity — home to acror Eddie Murphy and LS, Sen,
RBoberr Torricelli (LM — s a diosin |.l|:.1|.l: fur anyone

who leves clder homes, They zre ssemingly evernrarhere:

By Robecca Clark
Photograpng by Fobarl Kern
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Al lgve this room.= 6ays
Geprgoatiae of hiS aHise, I's

™= MApT fhatrE - the exlliag Wit
#bure Bl athre.

Liethies, Second-Fmpire Yictorians, Clacen
Anne Victotians, and See-5ivle ones.

For almost 12 FEArS, i:gu'_.r'r_\-mﬁs:;rs has
carved out a successlul cueer cenvaring
numy ol them in additien o his owp,
An econocinics I'I'IfL_-ll.ll' i l.l:r]|q|_:\.'. alier Ln-:h:l
aie school he spenc a shar tme as a finan-
cial consulurnn b, 1 fouand it dey aned bar
g, e oy,

Ui the other band, “Pve alaas had a
pasion for older homes, Fach :in:u: SOEe-
one destoye o pededy sound  historic
home, ks 3 small peece of hisory o
cxringiished [oreves.”

Soin 18, l;:n;'nrgmll,_\ms. who had
sworked o construction all through scheal,
laumched Van-Go © '.n::l:.l::,a-_'l:ing — the "wan”
a reference o how most conimoars ger
aronmnad, and “go." 3 self-deprecaring jab ar
Iiis evwenn Liyper-kineric raergy.

Building & team
Sinple and never afrid oo orake 2 risk,
i ;LUISI.I!.I.I.\I.H E;.l'll.ll':l. il l':lﬁy (Lh] l":l nur on I'lN
o The rough part was pulling egether 2
[EHF Ll'lnll Sllill\'_d Elih I":lﬁ.‘-;l'ln Ili:lr F'rﬁ“:liﬂﬂ.
His operarien is small by design — 15 car-
penters, priniers. amd orher armasns, His
plumber and elecrrician, who lave theie
own business, work Far him on 2 conerac-
:ll.'l! I'l:"l'ii}i.

I the past year, he and his crew have
warked an over 4 projecrs. A job can ke

wnywhicre (remm three months o over a year
and costs can easily double the initial price
ul the hosme. e renevaring 3 parch, “oan
run a homeowner clese o §100,000," nowes
LH.'urﬂ-::-l:umn‘.

Tve made more money Unos T know
welnat ger lor with” b reveals, “hor I'monor in
15 busingss for the moaey. Is Tike 2 call-
il:ll'; for me T've E08 T oy 15" Besicdes, he
saps, "Irs a lor of fun. Yeu deive wound and
vone Lok an the werde pou've done, and 1

4

roakes Vol r._-;.]l}. |'|:L|.1|.l}'. You restore some
thang aned you look ar it years larer and in
anill bonks grear — and it makes pou proud
that pou were able to creare zomething for
someone thar they can appreciase now and
for oreeny years in come,”

Finding a dream home

Ceorgoutsos found bis own boae i
H\'\'L\H I:«.:I:l:lll.'l Hix-.‘;r}' [ I'rri"“:ln:n I,'ll.“[[ m 1;]!_'
18705 — three peans ape. He wae driving

IIiH 1r|:|-::|: m h'lil';t '\u".'l'll"'l'l I'll,' I'l.1}""il_‘d I;IH' E|I:|I,|5.l_'
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so5. He Aought bis Sik-
Victari H}_ﬁ;[ﬂlr_'rurs ago,

A




saw 2 “Gamge Sale” sapn on the front
o, e seappoed o Lok arownd. A beaoel-
.- chezry rirzor quickly coeghe has oye, He
d the owner how mach he waneed lor
ael che man replied, “Ten dellars, buy if
w buy the house, Ul dhrow inthe maireer

The mirror now lungs on oo wall in
£ rpoizioss master hedroom,

o 13 months; he broogle in siz of his
penzers e wark Fullorime on his purchase
] just went craev,” he sudani -
il s emores 1o elo

el b

Bare and attention to detail
eorpougsos s find of saying that hisiric
“:ﬂllr.lli'::ll'l i“ :|!I ?ll'm,"l:[ AN ﬂ“d ACn-

A trenendens amoune of thaught weng
g i be savs. 1 wanted o lence chac
caldl complemens the howse and be from
i same vintage.” Goorgoutsos pored over
ines andd historcal boelks, There were
0 many fences o chome fom: wmogh
:- wosd, Famianl, picker, seroll, splic sail.
he wanted one it was unique. 5o he
ezan sooncing for fences whenever he teav-
CWhen he'd find vae lie liked, hed SLog
il ll.l!tL':f ;r.

This went on for ayear wnd o hall Then
ne chiy v he was rraveling with g fricod
I.Ig]'l Hl sJ!'Lﬂ” [T Lt e "l"n:'l:.
brarpnucses ciuphe sighr of a cedar femce
held  hirm :\l.'ll.']”:lLlI.IIII.I. “It CIPTi\':IT{'I:I
he says. 1 liked iz simpliciey, bt
gmething abour it was allerdng. 1t made o

btemicnc.”

He rook pictuses of the lence and seribe
dwaene nores, When he retirnad honse,
sar i his bascisent office with his friend
i Marna, an architect with an cxen-
e backgrownd I histonie resiorions
o frecuendy works with Ceargon s
Iom just my notes amd phoros, Dave was
file 1o skewch the enrire fence — sighe
meeen,” he marvels. Then Marne, alse a
fuillicl carpencen, burle che fence in just a
Pwacks.

Brit Marne ook the dxd-inch poss
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and painted them Blacle Then he ser them
three beer inea the sround with concreie
footings, Meat, he slipped cedar hox frames
aver the posts, complere wath curours done
with & handsaw and rowier, and peimred
them whire, Mocanly did this give the fence
mrore deail — amd g mwore threedimen-
sicnal lnok — bue che black and white col-
wis matched the black and whire tAm an
the haoss,

"I lI]lJl'l.l. WL |.E|\'.' Ifll'::l.' 144 ) ’H' a Iurrl{'r
arnuned ghe howse, bur instead @ dnvice poo-
Pll: i Muring |.'.1||EuE||:1. “The Fenvee B5 comn-
onnmes with the house in g way
that makes you feel char the
whale properry s pulling vou
inside”  Georpoursos  hearily
appreves, This s the peelect
lence  for this honse?™ e
exclaimes, “very aspect ol 0 s
intestional.  For cxample, rhe
s berween the pickes give the
lence a li:\-'.'liru_:'_ of npenness, and
thar’s impormnt ooome bocause [
waan Loy hasuse eo feel welcoming
o clienes, The soquencing wis
]:II.I:\'.'I.'\(.'Kl;Il.l':.. won. Each |1|;_'|;|:|
alternarcs in heig
oo dzller. T oalse wanoed o
pive the sense that dee feoee is 2
continuation ol the honse — and
ir i The Fenee has fots of angdes
just like the howee and s dew-
|1|x'-gai'-|:\d rocf. For imseance, the
Lops of all e holusrers are cue
A5-degree angles.”

L — one shore-

Room {o breathe
For Geoorgeneses, huaoric home resaration
iz 0o fust about perlection
betdiaayy ihe Banse anc all the rocms inside i
breathe their own air.

“1 ket gave each rosom is oam persogn-

it b abwone

aliey,™ he sy, “Whatcver ronem VeMT enTer in
this house. you'll see thar e creared 2 con-
tnuity specific w the rmoom. [ orhank
mukes 2 smzemene char way,”

Wi head back w his office. “ love this
roon becanse Treally had fun widh ic, and
the colors make me leel enerproed when |
talk o chiens,” savs Georgoutsoes. ™)

Each dutail in lhe living room cxudes 3 passion Tor the period.

lt's so nice to know my neighbors are my clients.
could live and work on this hill for the rest of my life.”

theglin 1l 2 president of my compny, 1
shonld have 2 presidential look and an
Americn teeene.”

As we sreponon the room, all eves are
dravwn o the magnificenn ceiling, wallpa-
preneed im sea ol miniacuce blue stars, sec ot
by an old-Gashioned  Tyghring ficmre The
walls are copted a crimsen el thar gives a
slightly |¢.'.u|.|u'r_v lewnle, The floor is white
maple, lzcquered in such o way as oo hring

AT rI'I'.' IIﬂI1EﬁLI I1;EIL’. TONCS, “'l {l_'lﬂ_]l'll‘_'[l_' |_E|\'_'

theme, Georgoumsos lltrug_'_iu. himself 2
Chippendzle desk ser

";’;"erhing'_ froomn s home is dae |||_-_|r|.-|_1
i, sivs Goorgoatsoa, “1 cn hasically work
1 8-hanar 1‘|:I:|.'5i. bir e an case with 13y sarr-
rondings. Thenes just somerhing thar hap-
peas too vonr stress levell You don't feel
weiahed down, For me, words can deseribe
i 1% Just oo mice o wake up i the mwen
ing, ai kinow that mny |1-:'ig[1'|mm ang ey
cliczees, [ eould Tove and wark o thais hill Tor
the rest ol my life.” 1

Merer Vool reveaterr RERECCA CLARE futr ot fovep-sioms
Sagerast S0 feivroese fesie,
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